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Research Ethics Committee Meeting Reports

2023-2024

*0:  Crossian Centre for Research and Development

A @ 9. Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Nagercoil

ST Affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli

Accaedifed with A~ Grade (CGPA 3.35 - IV Cycle) by NAAC
Phone: 02652-261473; E-mail- holycrossngo@yahoo.com
Website: www holycrossngl edum

Report
Research Ethicz: Committee Meet
Organized by
Crossian Centre for Research and Development
Date: 19.08 2023
Time: 130 pm —-3.15 pm
Venue: St. Joseph’s Hall, Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Nazercoil
Topic: Maximizing Research Scholar's Productiviry: Strategies for Enhancad Research Output
Number of Beneficiaries: 45

Organising Team: Dr. S. Mary Meattilda Bai, Dr. MF. Anne Feril. Dr. C. Braba. Dr. Y. Christabel
Shaji, Dr. S. Sonia, Dr. MK. Angel Jebitha, Dr. C. K. Sunitha

The Crossian Cenge for Research and Development organized the first Research Ethacs
Committee meet for the academic year 2023-2024 on 19.08.2023. Dr Mary Mettilda Bai
initiated the discussion followed by a short prayer by Dr. Somia. The Pnncipal Dr. Sr. S.
Sahayaselvi served as the resource person and began her address with a question to the
supervisors regarding the difficulties faced by them in publishing articles in premuum journals.
The supervisors shared the following complications:

Time consmung

Wnting Style varies

Journal removed from UGC Cared list

Environmental 1ssues

Ethics need for animals

Payment in dollars

After listening to the supervisors the principal gave the following suggestions:

e Can give mcentives for the one who publishes without payment
e Guides have to mold the scholars
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o If the mesearch guide works efficiently can produce efficient scholars, 93% of the work
b to be done by the scholars and 5% has to be doe by the supenvisors

¢ Scholars can be allowed to partcipate in workshops outside the instimtion

o If the scholars work with meculous planning. they can publish 2 papers in good journals
In the third year

¢ Canmake the scholars understand the difference berween predatory joumals and prenuer
journals

Also, she shared seven strategies that could be followed by the scholars.

Set clear goals and priorinze the goal

Time management 15 important for both Scholars and gwides

Atrend more senunars and conferences

Collaboration and networking

Effective reading and note taking

Monthly once monstor the scholars

Wnite regularly

Take notes

Collact more sources for refersnce

Scholars have to prepare & work diary - Duration of Period vs List of Works (Schedule of
PhD thesis submuission with duration of three years).

She concluded ber talk with & note that Focusad people can publish 6 papers within thrae
vears/ Pb.D. tenure Her presantation was vivid with proper swidance through explanation
with interactive PPT,

- The meet came to an end with the vote of thanks by Dr. Angel Jebitha,
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" Crossian Centre for Research & Development

* Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Nagercoil - 4
Affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli
Accredited with A+ Grade (CGPA 3.35 - IV Cycle) by NAAC .

Organises
Research Ethics Committee Meeting

on 19th August 2023 at 1.30 pm to 3.15 pm

Venue: St. Joseph's Hall

Topic: Maximizing Research Scholar Productivity:
Strategies for Enhanced Research Output

Resource Person: Dr. Sr. S. Sahayaselvi, Principal

Organizing Team

Dr. S. Mary Mettilda Bal
Dr. M.F. Anne Feril

Dr. C. Braba ,
Dr. Y. Christabel Shaji . i l“ .
Dr. S. Sonia

Dr. V.M. Angel Jebitha

Dr. CX. Sunitha ;N
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Research ethics committee meeting
for all Research Ethicz Committee Members of the Science Stream

Date: 21.2.2024; Time: 2.45 pm
Venue: St Joseph's Hall
Faalitator: Dr. Sr. 5. Sahayaselvi, Principal
Convener: Dr. 5. Mary Mettilda Bai, Dean of Research
Agenda
1) Urge to increase in publications
11) Refer the item under Research & Development in UGC guidelines for Instittional
Development Plans (page 14 of 63)
11) Frame the ethical practices

As per the Pnncipel’s request, the Dean of Research convened the Research Ethics
Comnuttee meeting for all Science Ph.D. guides on 215t February 2024, The meeting began with
& moment of silent prayer, followed by a formal welcome address by the Dean The Principal
emphasizad the need for increasing publications and led & discussion on effective strategies to
achieve this goal. Then reference was made to the UGC gwidelines for instimtional development
plans for Higher Education Institutions.

The Dean directed agention to the section on Research & Development, as outlined on
page 14 of 63 and elaborated on the sigmficance of adhenng to the gwdelines, particularly
regarding the establishment of ethical practices, which had not been fonnalized thms far. In
response, the Dean requested the Heads of Research Centers to formulate ethical practices for
their respective departments and submit them to the Dean of Research by May 15th, 2024,

All members expressed agreement with the commutment to increase publication output
and accepted to subnut their respective departmental ethical practices within the supulated
tmeframe  The meeting concluded with a shared commitment to uphold ethical standards and
enhance academic research endeavors.



NAAC V Cycle Self Study Report (SSR)

Crossian Centre for Research & Development

Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Nagercoil

Affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli, India
Accredited with A+ Grade (CGPA 3.35 - IV Cycle) by NAAC

LET'S UNITE FOR A BETTER
TOMORROW

RESEARCH ETHICS
COMMITTEE MEET

FOR ALL RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE
MEMBERS OF THE SCIENCE STREAM

FEBRUARY 21 20241 2.45 PM
ST. JOSEPH'S HALL
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Total Number of Participants: 20

Thank you
Dr. 5. Mary Mettilda Bai
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Dean of Research,
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2022-2023

Report on the Research Ethics Committee Meeting

The first Research Ethical Committee Meeting of the academic year 2022-2023 was held on
18.10.2022
Topic: Quality enhancement in research in the campus
Resource Persons: Dr. St. Mary Gilda, Secretary, Holy Cross College, (Autonomous). Nagercoil
Dr. Sr. Sahayaselvi, Principal, Holy Cross College, (Autonomous), Nagercoil
Participants: All Approved Ph D. Research Guides, the Research Ethics Committee members
Venue: St. Joseph's Hall, Holy Cross College, (Autonomous). Nagercoil

The primary focus of the meeting was to deliberate on strategies for enhancing the quality
of research within the campus. The meeting commenced with an overview of the current state of
research within the institution, lhughlighting strengths and areas for improvement.

Dr. Sr. Mary Gilda and Dr. Sr. Sahayaselvi led discussions on various strategies for
enhancing the quality of research within the campus:

» emphasizing the mmportance of ethical conduct in research, ensunng compliance with
established guidelines and protocols
e explonng diverse methodologies and approaches to ennich the research process and
outcomes
e encouraging interdisciplinary collaboration to foster mmovation and address complex
research challenges
e promoting adherence to high publication standards, including peer review processes and
journal selection critenia
» enhancing research mnfrastructure to support the needs of researchers and facilitate high-
quality research activities
Following extensive deliberations. the commuttee devised an action plan to implement the
discussed strategies effectively:
* Orgamzing workshops and seminars on research ethics. methodologies. and publication

standards.
o Facilitating interdisciplinary research collaborations through networking events and
funding opportunities.
e Establishing mechanisms for continuous monitoring and evaluation of research quality and
compliance with ethical standards.
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Report on the Research Ethics Committee Meeting

Date: 17.11.2022; Time 11.50 am - 1230 pm
Topic: Review and Reconmmendations on University Research Guidelines and Circulars
Coordimator: Dr. S. Mary Mettilds Bai, Dean of Research
Guest of Honour: Dr. F. Brisca Renuga, University Research Comumittee Member
Participants: Research Ethics Committee members
Venue: St Joseph's Hall, Holy Cross College, (Autonomous), Nagercoil
The primary objective of the meeting was to discuss and propose recommendations
conceming the parent university’s revised research gwidelines and circulars through Dr. F. Brisca
Renuga University Research Comumittee Member. The session commenced with a moment of
silent prayer, followed by a welcoming address from the Dean of Research.
¢ Appreciation for the university’s provision of standardized meeting formats, enhancing
reporting and comummication efficiency.
¢ Expression of concems regarding:
1) Frequent changes in regulations.
i) Inadequate response from university authorities to scholars and faculty.
o Advocacy for
1) Fee exemptions and extensions during lockdown peniods, with clear exclusion from
i1) Relaxations or exemptions from including research scholars' registration munbers in
1) Relaxation in guidelines goveming research project supervision
Dr. F. Brisca Renuga carefully observed and noted the discussion, assuning that all points
would be brought up in the upcoming university research commmuttee meeting The meeting
provided a platform for expressing both concemns and appreciation to our parent university via the
University Research Comnuttee Member. The session concluded with a formal vote of thanks by
the Dean of Research.

Thank you
Dr. S. Mary Mettilda Bai
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2021-2022

Research Ethics Committee Meeting
Date: 10-08-2021
Time: 1 pm
Venue: St. Joseph's Hall
Participants: Research Guides, the Research Ethics Committee members
Agenda: New research guidelines, DC meetings and the remuneration to its members

The primary focus of the meeting was to review and discuss the new research
guidelines proposed by our University Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli.

The meeting commenced with a welcome from Dr. Regi, the research coordinator,
acknowledging the presence of attendees and expressing gratitude for their participation.

The Research Coordinator Dr. S. Regi provided an overview of the updated
guidelines, highlighting the significant changes or revisions. An update was provided on the
recent Doctoral Committee (DC) meetings, including the remuneration of the DC members.
A sitting charge of Rs. 500/- should be given to the internal and external doctoral committee
member and can be claimed from the university following its guidelines.

The meeting concluded with a summary of new regulations adopted by all research

supervisors and vote of thanks by the research coordinator.

Thank you
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Dr. S. Regi m

Research Co-ordinator,
Crossian Research Forum,
Holy Cross College (Autonomoqs).
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Recearch Fthice C ommittee Meeting
Date: 21.01.2022
Time: 2.45 pm
Venue: St Joseph's Hall
Participants: Research Ethics Committee members
Agenda: Decision on Lunch Provision during the viva-voce examination

The meeting was convened in response to differing opinions among the faculty and
scholars regarding the provision of lunch during the viva-voce examination. Dr. S. Regi. the
Research Coordinator. extended a warm welcome to all participants and outlined the agenda
for the meeting. She emphasized the importance of each participant offering their candid
opinions to collectively arrive at a conclusion that reflects the majority's consensus.

As discussions unfolded, the topic of providing lunch for all staff and scholars on the
day of viva-voce examinations arose, sparking a lively debate. Supporters emphasized the
rarity of such occasions, viewing it as an opportunity for encouragement and motivation.
They highlighted the candidate's willingness as a key factor. Conversely, opponents saw it as
a burden on candidates, arguing that it was an expectation rather than a gesture of
appreciation. They noted the increasing frequency of viva-voce examinations and the
growing number of research centers, alongside rising fees for Ph.D. programs as factors
necessitating a reconsideration of the practice.

Afier considerable deliberation and exchange of viewpoints, the collective decision
was reached not to provide lunch for all participants during viva-voce examinations. Instead,
it was agreed that if deemed necessary, light refreshments such as tea, coffee, juice, and
snacks could be offered either before or after the examination, ensuring that candidates and
attendees were adequately catered to without imposing undue burdens or expectations.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks extended to all participants by the
coordinator for their active engagement and valuable contributions to the discussion. Special
appreciation was offered to those who presented their viewpoints with clarity and respect,
fostering a constructive atmosphere throughout the meeting.

Thank you

Dr. 8. Rctgim b

Research Co-ordinator,
Crossian Research Forum,
Holy Cross College (Autonomous),

. Nagercoil - 629 004.
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2019-2020

Research Guides® Meeting

Date: 18-09-2019

Time: 11.30 am

Venue: Cecile Hall

Participants: Approved Rescarch Guides

Facilitator: Dr. S. Regi, the Research Coordinator

Agenda: University Guidelines Regarding the Compilation of the Panel of Examiners for Ph.D.
Thesis Evaluation

The objective of the meeting was to gather the collective opinion of research guides
regarding the preparation of zone-wise panels of examiners for thesis submissions.

The meeting commenced with silent prayer. With a warm welcome, Dr. S. Regi, the
Research Coordinator, informed all the guides about the University regulations regarding the
compilation of Ph.D. thesis evaluations from various zones across India. She opened the discussion
on the difficulties encountered by supervisors in arranging zone-wise examiners for thesis
evaluation. Many supervisors expressed their struggles in finding suitable adjudicators within their
respective zones, leading to delays and complications in the thesis submission process.

After thorough deliberation, the forum unanimously agreed to address this issue by sending
a formal letter to the university administration, highlighting the challenges faced by supervisors
and suggesting potential solutions. Attendees were thanked for their active participation and
valuable contributions to the discussion.

Following the meeting, the decision to draft and send an official letter to the university was
communicated to the Principal. Subsequently, an official letter was drafted, detailing the hardships

faced by supervisors in procuring zone-wise examiners for thesis evaluations.

Thank you,
Regs £ 10229
Dr. S. Regi

Research Co-ordinator,
Crossian Research Forum,
MHoly Cross College (Autonemous),
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